Edification
Eph. 4:11-16

W.E.Vine says it "denotes the act of building," and "is
used only figuratively in the N.T., in the sense of
edification, the promotion of spiritual growth."

Some Things That Hinder Spiritual
Growth...

¢ Love of money.

* Neglect / Indifference.
* Youthful lusts

* Dull of hearing.

* Negative attitudes.
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Some Things In Which We Should
Grow

* Grace and Knowledge.
¢ Christlikeness.

* Judgment.

¢ Character

* Spiritual Sacrifices.

¢ Faith & Love.

¢ Ability to serve

\_
Some Things That Will Help
Spiritual Growth...

* Right appetite.

* Right spiritual diet.
* Proper exercise.
* Heeding what we hear.

¢ Purity of mind and heart.

\_
Edification
*For the church to grow, we must
build up self!!!
*We grow or we die!!!
\_

Edification & The Social Gospel
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What Is The Social Gospel?

® There are many physical and social problems facing
humanity -- sickness, abject poverty, slums, drunkenness,
abortion, drugs, prostitution, juvenile delinquency,
organized crime, gangs, divorce, racial and sex
discrimination, etc.

® The expression "ministering to the whole man,"
heard frequently among religious leaders, reflects the
Social Gospel concept.

\

Buildil}g Relationships

11-13, 2003
Third Annual Youth Gospel Meeting

.'Ftlle Clﬁrc o Cllrl‘:td anta Clara
or Jr. igl roug ollege Ages
Guest Speakers: Andy Cantrell from North Hills, CA
Zach Echols from Bakersfield, CA
July 12, 2003
Saturday- 10:00am-11:15am: *Bible classes & singing
4:30pm-5:30pm: *Bible classes

“Bible classes provided for adults as well as teens and young adults
Adult Topic: Building relationships with your children

July 13, 2003
Sunday- 9:00am: Bible Classes for all ages
10:00am Worship Service

Lesson: Building relationships with friends
Speaker: Andy Cantrell

6:00pm: Worship Service

Lesson: Building a relationship with God
Speaker: Zach Echols

are prepared and provided by individual members.
We hope you will plan to attend.
i list of ities and i ion forms)

(see

Building Relationshi
Fellowship Activities FFec 8

July 11, 2003 Friday, 6:30-9:30pm: H
Meet at Bob and Bonnie Loader's Rec. Room
4230 Erie Ct. Santa Clara, CA. 95054 (Maps attached)
for Final Registration, Games, Singing, Housing Information
and Drop-off.
***Pre-registration is preferred- please be sure to mail in your

forms carly.
July 12, 2003 Saturday (maps will be provided)
v 11:30am: Central Park in Santa Clara (Arbor area) on Kiely

Ivd. for BB-QQ, games, sports, etc.
6:00pm: Pizza & Pipes
Sat Evening: Seclect on pre-registration form your preference
of three activities (Laser tag, Bowling, or games/videos)

July 13, 2003 Sunday
11:30am: Homestead Park for Potluck lunch and more
activities
7:00pm: Parent Pick-up after evening services

While these ional activities are optional, th
been planned by indfvidual members for further fellowship. It is teir hope
that all tdens and young adults will plan to attend

For Additional Information Call Steve Wilson: (408) 257-1634

Bulldlng Rele}}g_nships

Town of congregation?

Streek Addvexs
City State —

Zip
Phone Number Cell Phone ___

[ Bowling (bring approx. $10.00)  [] Laser Tag (bring approx. $10.00) [ Videos, sames
List two emergency Contacts.

Phone#t __

Phone#
Emergency Health Care Information

Special Needs or Dietary Restrictions: - N

_ Policy/Plan/Group #5

5} S
red for, by responsible members of the church, or to receive medical treatment, if needed,
rea between 7/11/02 & 7/13/02

parent/guardian signature
if you will need housing or inform us who you will be staying with. Final housing accommodations will

[Ne

** IF able, please enclose $10 to help cover meal costs on Saturday.
M. yable to: Jennifer Wilson

O fax regist s to (408) 969-0903

EDIFICATION ARGUMENT

Is social/recreational activity spiritual
edification?

*Cf. Eph. 4:11-16; Acts 20:32
God's word is adequate for spiritual
edification!

EDIFICATION ARGUMENT

® To slip social activities in under the guise of
spiritual edification opens the floodgates to
apostasy.

® While some enjoy suppers and parties, others
enjoy gyms, golfing, fishing, hunting, camping,
working on old cars, woodworking, etc.

¢ If such things truly provides spiritual edification,
why can't we read of the N.T. churches providing
such things?

\
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Gal 1:6-7 “I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another (heteros),
gospel: Which is not another (allos) ; but
there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. KIV

Examine Context of Gal. 1-2

* Added only ONE thing... Circumcision.
Gal 2:5

* “to whom we gave place in the way of
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the
truth of the gospel might continue with
you.”

Paul speaks of "a different gospel (heteros), which is not
another" (allos, another like the one he preached), Gal 1:6-7.
Allos expresses a numerical difference and denotes "another

of the same "; Heteros expresses a qualitative difference
and denotes "another of a different sort." (W.E. Vi

The "social gospel" is "another
gospel." Cf. Gal. 189 (Gospel Changed Saul of Tarsus |

.. ® FACTS presented.

°The gospel of Christ is to save the e Acts 9:5 “Tam Jesus whom thou persecutest”

soul for eternity."(Rom. 1 ;16_17). o Cf.2Tim. 1:12 “I know whom I have believed...”
¢ The social gospel calls for the improvement of social ® CF. Acts 26:28-29 Paul was persuaded.

OCiaT EO%p P * COMMANDS given.

conditions for the here and now. ® Acts 22:16 “Arise and be baptized...”
® The gospel is “powerful.” (Dunamis, gk.) e Acts 9:18 Paul “arose and was baptized.”

2 Cor. 10:4ff © PROMISES trusted.

® Acts 13:23-32; 26:6-7

® The gospel changes men.
¢ 2 Cor. 4:7,16; Rom. 8:18; 2Tim. 4:6-8

\_
The "social gospel" is "another The "social gospel" is "another
gospel." Cf. Gal. I:8-9 gospel." Cf. Gal. I:8-9
oThe gospel of Christ treats the disease * The gospel of Christ seeks to convert people
while the social gospel treats only the to Christ; the latter simply to a more
symptoms. pleasant way of life.
* The problem is sin... (Rom. 3:23) oLk. 9:23; 14:33; Phil. 3:7-16, 20; Gal. 2:20
® Sin separates from God. (Isa. 59:1-2; Mt. 25:30,41,46) o Christ is first in his life. (Cf Jno. 15:1-6)
® Sin will keep us out of heaven. (Rev. 21:27) eHe sacrifices all to put Jesus first.
@ Solution is the blood of Christ. (Mt. 26:28; Heb. 9:11-12;
Rev. 1:5)
\® We are baptized INTO His death. (Rom. 6:3-4) \_




The "social gospel" is "another
gospel". Cf. Gal. I:8-9

® The gospel of Christ secks to make society better by

making Christians while the social gospel seeks to

make Christians through social adjustments.

¢ For example, educators are urged to combat social
diseases, unwed motherhood, and other related problems
by teaching and making arrangements for "safe sex,"
whereas the gospel of Christ simply says "Flee
fornication (1 Cor. 6:18; cf. 1 Cor. 6:9-11)
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The "social gospel" is "another
gospel". Cf. Gal. I:8-9

® The standard of authority for each is also
different.
®For the gospel of Christ, it is the Scripture, the
wisdom of God;

®For the social gospel it is human wisdom (Cf. Jms.
3:13-17; 1 Cor. 1:20-25)

CONCLUSION:

® No man has the right to prostitute the energy, strength, zeal or
resources of the church of our Lord to serve human aims or
purposes.

® We must let the church be distinct as the church, so adorned as to
glorify the head—even Christ.
® God gave His Son for it.
® The Lord of glory died for it.
® We must not bring its lofty mission down to serve the outward
man, but rather we must keep it pure to serve the interest of
heaven for which we must strive.




